Title: Exploring Forest Heritage: A Study of Beavers Bend State Park's Forest
Heritage Center

Unit Overview:

This homeschool unit study will immerse students in the rich history and diverse aspects
of forestry showcased at the Forest Heritage Center Museum in Beavers Bend State
Park, Oklahoma. Through exploration, research, and creative activities, learners will
gain insights into the evolution of forestry practices, wood art, cultural connections, and
the significance of preserving forests.

Subject Areas

History: Explore the historical evolution of forestry, focusing on tools, techniques, and
cultural impacts.

Science: Study the ecology of forests, tree species, and the importance of forest
conservation.

Art: Discover the beauty and significance of wood art, chainsaw carvings, and
traditional woodworking.

Unit Activities:

1. Historical Journey Through Forestry:
- Research and create a timeline showcasing key milestones in forestry history.
- Investigate the tools and techniques used in different eras for harvesting timber.

2. Forest Ecology and Conservation:

- Study the ecology of forests, identifying tree species and their significance in the local
ecosystem.

- Discuss the importance of forest conservation and its impact on the environment.

3. Exploring Wood Art and Chainsaw Carvings:

- Analyze and appreciate various wood art pieces exhibited in the Forest Wood Art
Gallery.

- Experiment with simple wood carving techniques or designs inspired by chainsaw
carvings.

4. Cultural Connections:

- Research and present findings about the cultural significance of forests to indigenous
communities like the Caddo Indians.

- Explore how forestry practices have shaped local communities and their livelihoods.

5. Museum Visit and Project:

- Plan and undertake a virtual or in-person visit to the Forest Heritage Center Museum.
- Create a presentation, poster, or artistic piece inspired by the museum visit,
highlighting key exhibits and insights gained.

Resources:



- Online resources about forestry history, forest ecology, and conservation.
- Books, articles, and documentaries about indigenous perspectives on forests.
- Museum website, virtual tour, or physical visit for firsthand experience.

Assessment:

- Student presentations or reports on forestry milestones or cultural connections.

- Creative projects showcasing understanding of wood art, chainsaw carvings, or
historical tools.

- Quizzes or discussions to evaluate comprehension of forest ecology and conservation.

This unit study offers a comprehensive exploration of the Forest Heritage Center
Museum, integrating history, science, and art to provide a holistic understanding of
forestry and its significance in our world.



Forest Heritage Museum Quiz

Instructions: Answer the following questions based on the information provided
about the Forest Heritage Center Museum in Beavers Bend State Park.

1. Where is the Forest Heritage Center Museum located?
a) Broken Bow, Arkansas

b) Broken Bow, Oklahoma

c) Broken Bow, Texas

d) Broken Bow, Kansas

2. Who operates the Forest Heritage Center Museum?

a) Beavers Bend State Park

b) Forest Heritage Center Advisory Board and Texas Forestry Services

c) Forest Heritage Center Advisory Board and Oklahoma Forestry Services
d) National Forestry Conservation Group

3. What are some of the items housed in the Forest Heritage Center Museum®?

a) Historical documents and modern technology

b) Antique furniture and clothing

c¢) Historical documents, antique forestry tools, wood art, homestead memorabilia, and a
research library

d) Toys and video games

4. Who painted the 14 large dioramas at the museum?
a) An anonymous artist

b) Harry Rossoll from New York City

c) Harry Rossoll from Atlanta, Georgia

d) An international team of artists

5. What are the themes covered by the 14 large dioramas in the museum?

a) Modern Forests, Native American Culture, Machinery, and Wildlife

b) Prehistoric Forests, Caddo Indians, Papermaking in the South, 1940’s Lumbering,
and Forest Appreciation

c) Space Exploration, Ocean Life, Art History, and Agriculture

d) None of the above

6. Apart from the dioramas, what other exhibits can visitors expect to see at the
museum?

a) Modern technology and interactive displays

b) A collection of modern art pieces

c) Forest Wood Art Gallery, chainsaw carvings, a 100-year-old log cabin, and traditional
woodworking tools

d) Photography exhibition and live performances

7. What is the Forest Heritage Center Museum known as?



a) Wildlife Sanctuary

b) Art Gallery

c) Wood Art Capital of Oklahoma
d) National Forestry Park

8. Which artist created Smokey Bear?
a) Harry Rossoll

b) Bob Ross

c) Walt Disney

d) Leonardo da Vinci

*Answers:1-b,2-¢,3-¢,4-¢,5-b,6-¢,7-¢,8-a"



